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“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep 
are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the 
wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep.”—St. JOHN 10: 11, 12. 
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WHY THE CHURCH MOVED WEST. 


In reply to the assertion of the Lamoni Herald that Joseph Smith the 
Prophet knew nothing about the projected expedition to the Rocky 
Mountains, and did not predict the movement of the Saints to this region, 
we have already made some quotations from Church history and now 
proceed to gives others. There are living witnesses in Utah to the truth 
of that which is found in the written records, and their testimony remains 
incontrovertible. 

The following extracts from the history are all taken from the Millennial 
Star as they previously appeared in the Deseret News, in regular order ac- 
cording to their dates, and are integral parts of the complete record, the 
original manuscript being preserved in the office of the Church Historian in 
this city: 

Under date of Tuesday, February 20, 1844, the following occurs in the 
history : 

“At 10 a. m., went to my office, where the Twelve A es and some 
others met in council with Brothers Mitchell Curtis Stephen Curtis, 
who left the Pinery on Black river, the Ist of January. They were sent 
by Lyman Wight and Bishop Miller to know whether Lyman should preach 
to the Indians, the Menominees and Chippeways having requested it. 
I instructed the Twelve Apostles to send out a delegation and investigate 
the locations of California and Oregon, and hunt out a good location 
where we can remove to after the Temple is completed and where we can 


build a city in a day, and have a government of our own, get up into the 
mountains where the devil cannot dig us out, and live in a healthy climate 


where we can live as old as we have a mind to.” Millennial Star, Vol. 22, 


819. 
rp ee February, 2lst.—“Council of the Twelve met in my office. 
J insert the minutes: | 
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“At a meeting of the Twelve at the mayor’s office, Nauvoo, * 21, 
1844, seven o'clock p.m., B. Young Parley P. Pratt, O. — bel Woodruff, 
J. Taylor, Geo. A. Smith, W. Richards, and four others being present, 
called by previous notice, by instruction of President Joseph Smith, on 
the 20th inst., for the purpose of selecting a company to explore Oregon 
and California, and select a site for a new city for the Saints. 

“Jonathan Dunham, Phinehas H. Young, David D. Yearsley and David 
Fulmer volunteered to go; and Alphonzo Young, James Emmett, George 
D. Watt and Daniel Spencer were requested to go. Voted, the above 
persons to be notified to meet with the Council on Friday evening next 
at the Assembly room.—Willard Richards, clerk. Millennial Star, Vol. 


22, p. 819. 

"Yriday, February 23rd.— Met with the Twelve in the Assembly room 
concerning the Oregon and California exploring expedition. Hyrum and 
Sidney present. I told them I wanted an exploration of albthat mountain 
country. Perhaps it would be best to go direct to Santa Fe. Send twenty- 
five men; let them preach the Gospel wherever they go. Let that man go 
that can raise $500, a good horse and mule, a double barrel gun, one barrel 
rifle and other smooth-bore, a saddle and bridle, a pair of revolving pistols, 
bowie knife and a good sabre. Appoint a leader and and let him beat up 
for volunteers. I want every man who goes to be a king and a priest. 
When he gets to the mountains he may want to talk with his God. When 
with the savage nations have power to govern, etc. If we don't get 
volunteers, wait till after the election.“ 

“Geo. D. Watt said, Gentlemen, I shall go.“ Samuel Bent volunteered ; 
Jos. A. Kelting, ditto; David Fulmer, ditto; James Emmett, ditto; Danie 
Spencer, ditto; Samuel Rolfe, ditto; Daniel Avery, ditto; Samuel W. 
Richards, ditto.” 

Saturday, February 24th. At home. Had an interview with Brother 
Phelps at 9 o’clock. Seth Palmer, Amos Fielding, Charles Shumway and 
John 8. Fullmer volunteered to go to Oregon and California.” Millennial 
Star, Vol. 22, p. 820. 

Sunday, February 25th. “I preached atthe Temple block. Hyrum also 
preached. Evening I attended prayer meeting in the assembly room. I 
gave some important instructions and prophesied that within five years 
we should be out of the power of our old enemies, whether they were 
apostates or of the world, and told the brethren to record it, that when it 
comes to pass they need not say they had forgotton the saying.“ Mil- 
lennial Star, Vol. 22, p. 820. 

Monday, February 26th. Ira S. Miles volunteered to join the mountain 
—— expedition.”—Millennial Star, Vol. 22, p. 826. 

uesday, 27th. “Almon L. Fullmer and Hosea Stout volunteered to go 
on the western exploring expedition.“ Millennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 4. 

Wednesday, February 28th. “Thomas S. Edwards volunteered to join 
the exploring expedition to the Rocky Mountains.”— Millennial Star, Vol. 


5 
12 February 29th. “Moses Smith and Rufus Beach volunteered 
to join the Oregon exploring expedition. Millennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 5. 
Under date of Monday, March 4th, Joseph Smith’s journal says: 

“T instructed a letter to be written to James Arlington Bennett to con- 
sult him on the subject of nominating him for Vice President. I here 
insert the letter :” 

The letter, which appears in full in the journal of Joseph Smith, contains 
this paragraph: 

“Allis right at Nauvoo. We are now fitting out a noble company to 


explore Oregon and California, and progressing rapidly with the great 
Temple, which we expect to roof this season.” — — Star, Vol. 23, p. 5. 
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Under date of March 11th, 1844, we find the following: 


“At home till 9. Then spent the day in council in the lodge room over 
Henry Miller’s house. Present: Joseph Smith, Hyrum Smith, Brigham 
Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard Ric —_ Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, 
John Taylor, Geo. A. Smith, William W. Phelps, John M. Bernhisel, Lucian 
Woodworth, Geo. Miller, Alexander Badlam, Peter Haws, Erastus Snow, 
Reynolds Cahoon, Amos Fielding, Alpheus Cutler, Levi Richards, Newell K. 
Whitney, Lorenzo D. Wasson, and William Clayton, who I organized into 
a special council to take into consideration the subject matter contained 
in the above letters, (received from a committee at Black River Falls), and 
also the best P (mend or this 2 to adopt to obtain their rights from 
the nation and insure protection for themselves and children, to secure 
a resting place in the mountains or some uninhabited region, where we 
can enjoy the liberty of conscience guaranteed to us by the Constitution 
of our country, rendered doubly sacred by the precious blood of our fathers, 
and denied to us by the present authorities who have smuggled themselves 
into power in the State and nation.”— Millennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 119. 


On March 26th the Prophet Joseph Smith addressed a memorial to the 
Congress of the United States, asking for authority to raise a company of 
100,000 men in the United States, to proceed to the West in the neighbor- 
hood of Oregon and California, the purpose of which is thus described in 
the memorial: 


“To open the vast region of the unpeopled West and South to our en- 
lightened and enterprising yeomanry ; to protect them in their researches ; 
to secure them in their locations, and thus strengthen the government and 
enlarge her borders; to extend her influence; to inspire the nations with the 
spirit of freedom and win them to her standard; to promote intelligence; 
to cultivate and establish peace among all with whom we may have 
intercourse as neighbors; to settle all existing difficulties among those not 
organized into an acknowledged government bordering upon the United 
States and Territories; to save the national revenue in the nation’s coffers ; 
to supersede the necessity of a standing army on our western and southern 
frontiers; to create and maintain the principles of peace and — — 
mobs, insurrections and oppression in Oregon and all lands borderi 
upon the United States and not incorporated into any acknowled 
national government; to explore the unexplored regions of our continent ; 
to open new fields of enterprise for our citizens and protect them therein ; 
to search out the antiquities of the land, and thereby promote the arte and 
sciences, and general information; to amalgamate the feelings of all with 
whom we may have intercourse on the principles of equity, li ——ů— 
humanity, and benevolence; to break down tyranny and oppression, 
exalt the standard of universal peace.”-- Millennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 166. 


On March 30th, Elder Orson Hyde was appointed by the city council of 
Nauvoo, to carry the memorial and an ordinance accompanying ib to 
Washington, for the consideration of both houses of Congress. This 
appointment appeared of record on the City Council minutes, with the 
seal of the corporation, signed by Joseph Smith, Mayor, and Willard 
Richards, recorder.— Millennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 184. 

Elder Orson Hyde made a lengthy report of his labors to the General 
Council dated Washington, D. C., April 26th. In speaking of the difficulties 
in the way because of the personal desires and ambitions of prominent 
men, he says: 

“Now all these politicians rely upon the arm of our government to 
protect them there; and if government were to pass an act establishing a 
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territorial government west of the Rocky Mountains there would be at 
once a tremendous rush of emigration. But if government pass no act in 
relation to it, these men have not stamina or sufficient confidence in 
themselves and their own resources to hazard the enterprise.”—M1 i 
Star, Vol. 23, p. 518. 


In the same communication, Orson Hyde states that Orson Pratt was with 
him, and they drafted a bill to present to Congress, and he goes on to say: 


“Tn case of a removal to that country, Nauvoo is wt of general 
rendezvous. Our course from thence would be westward through Iowa, 
bearing a little to the north till we come to the Missouri river, leaving the 
State of Missouri on the left, thence up the north fork of the Platte into 
‘the mouth of Sweetwater river, in longitude 107 degrees 45 minutes w. 
and thence up Sweetwater river to the South pass of the Rocky Mountains. 
And from said South pass in latitude 42 degrees, 28 minutes north to the 
Umpqua and Klamet valleys in Oregon, bordering on California, is about 
600 miles, making the distance from Nauvoo to the best portions of Oregon, 
1,7000 miles.“ MHillennial Star, Vol. 23, p. 518. 


All this goes to prove, beyond a doubt that the Prophet Joseph Smith 
had in his mind the establishment of a gathering place for the Saints on 
the Western slope of the Rocky Mountains, and that the idea of the 
migration toward the West originated in his mind long before it was 
carried into practical effect by President Brigham Young. 

It is recorded in the history of Joseph Smith that about 7 p.m. June 22, 
1844, Joseph Smith called Hyrum Smith, Willard Richards, John Taylor, 
W. W. Phelps, Abraham E. Hodge, John L. Butler, Alpheus Cutler, William 
Marks and some other brethren into bis upper room, where he conferred 
with them in regard to what he should do, there being warrants out for 
his arrest and a spirit of murder in the air. Joseph decided that all the 
enemy wanted was to get himself and Hyrum, and that if they went away 
no harm would come to the people or their property. He said, “We will 
cross the river to-night and go away to the west.” 

In the account of the arrest, imprisonment and martyrdom of Joseph 
Smith, written by Willard Richards, the following appears: 


“Sunday, 23rd June, 1844: At daybreak arrived on the Iowa side of 
the river. Sent O. P. Rockwell back to Nauvoo with instructions to 
return the next night with horses for Joseph and Hyrum, pass them over 
the river in the night secretly, and be ready to start for the great basin in 
the Rocky Mountains. 

„At 1 p.m., Emma sent over O. P. Rockwell, requesting him to entreat 
of Joseph to come back. Reynolds Cahoon accompanied bim with a letter 
which Emma had written to the same effect, and she insisted that Cahoon 
should persuade Joseph to come back and give himself up. When they went 
over they found Joseph, Hyrum and Willard in a room by themselves, 
having flour and other provisions on the floor ready for packing. 

“Reynolds Cahoon informed Joseph what the troops — 8 to do, and 
urged upon him to give himself up, inasmuch as the governor had 
pledged his faith and the faith of the State to protect him while he under- 
went a legal and fair trial. R. Cahoon, L. D. Wasson, and Hiram Kimball 
accused Joseph of cowardice for wishing to leave the people, adding that 
their property would be destroyed, and they left without house or home. 
Like the fable, when the wolves came the shepherd ran from the flock, and 
left the sheep to be devoured. To which Joseph replied: ‘If my life is of 
no value to my friends, it is of none to myself 
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“Joseph said to Rockwell, ‘What shall Ido? Porter replied, ‘You are 
the oldest, and ought to know 731 as you make your bed, I will lay 
with you.“ Joseph then turned to Hyrum, who was talking with Cahoon, 
and said: Brother Hyrum, you are the oldest, what shall wedo!, Hyrum 
said: ‘Let us go back and give ourselves up, and see the thing out.’ 
After studying a few moments Joseph said: ‘If you go back I will go with 
you, but we shall be butchered.’ Hyrum said: ‘No, no; let us go back and 

ut our trust in God, and we shall not be harmed. The Lord is in it. 
we live or have to die, we will be reconciled to our fate.’ 

“ After a short pause Joseph told Cahoon to request Captain Daniel C. 
Davies to have his boat ready by half past five o’clock, to cross them over 
the river. Aillennial Star, Vol. 24, p. 323. a 


These evidences form an array of testimony sufficient to make the proof 
positive and beyond reasonable question that Joseph Smith, the Prophet 
of the nineteenth century, was under God, the originator and projecter of 
the plan to colonize the Rocky Mountain valleys with Latter-day Saints, 
and build up a great commonwealth, devoted to civil and religious liberty, 
where all persons of every shade of belief could worship their God accord- 
ing to the dictates of their own consciences, without hindrance and with- 
out molestation.— Deseret News. 


IN MEMORIAM. 


JOSEPH SMITH AND Hyrum SMITH, MARTYRED IN CARTHAGE GAOL, 
JUNE 27TH, 1844. 


Just 56 years have rolled away since the Prophet of the 19th century 
and his brother were martyred for the cause of Truth. After thirty-nine 
trials, which failed to prove the innocent guilty, the mob cried, “The law 
cannot reach him, but powder and ball shall.” 

What, therefore, the law could not do, this bloodthirsty band of assassins 
did. They thought, no doubt, by this act they would crush “Mormonism” 
from the earth. 

“Have they done it?” Undoubtedly No. It lives to-day stronger than 
ever. Through all the changing scenes of the past 56 years it has steadily 
progressed. Through good report and ill it still survives. 

George Q. Cannon says, “The cannons are not cast, the muskets or rifles 
not made, the powder and ball not manufactured, nor the men to use them 
born or conceived that will destroy “Mormonism.” It will live, though all 
earth and hell array themselves against it.” 

Yes, it has lived, and why? Because it has the stamp of Truth upon it. 
Truth will stand when the world shall pass away. The Savior said, 
„Heaven and earth may pass away, but My words shall not pass away.” 
His word is Truth. 


„Tben, say, what is Truth?” ’Tis the last and the first, 
For the limits of time its steps o’er: 
Though the heavens depart, and the earth’s fountains burst, 
Truth, the sum of existence, will weather the worst; 
Eternal, yqchanged, evermore. 
The Gospel Joseph Smith was raised up to restore, was the everlasting 
Gospel in all its glorious fulness. This has been testified by thousands 
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who boldly affirm they have the Witness of the Truth within themselves. 

The Savior said, “If any man do His will he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God.” God will never reveal the Witness of Truth except 
it exists He will not set His seal to a lie. He is the fountain of Truth, 
and they who worship Him must do so in Spirit and in Truth. Wherever 
the Truth does exist, it matters not how the waves of error may dash 
against it, it stands unchanged. The waves of error, opposition, hatred and 
slander have been hurled against the Prophet Joseph Smith, and the 
doctrine he taught, but without success. The doctrine remains the same, 
just exactly the same as it did the day he gave his life to seal his testimony 
to the Truth of it. The work he commenced still rolls on although the 
Prophet has gone hence. God has allowed others to step in and carry out 
His deep designs. His way is perfect, and no matter who kill the prophets, 
the Truth still abides, 

Eternal, unchanged, evermore.” 

Fifty-six years have not destroyed Joseph Smith’s memory nor the 
work he accomplished. We will meet our martyred Seer in heaven. 
Thank God for the life and example of such a man. Thousands to-day 
will linger with loving thoughts upon his memory. He will live in their 


hearts, and 
„To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.” 


Time and slander have failed to efface his memory. His name has been 
held for good and evil throughout the world. The Truth he taught will 
exist when evil reports have sunk into insignificance. Truth can never 
die, and they who possess Truth possess a priceless gem. 

No matter how strong public opinion is against the name of this 
Martyr, he has yet to be proved an impostor before we can state that he 
was not all he claimed to be. Of one thing we are fully aware—God has 
blessed in a marvelous manner the people who have embraced the doctrine 
he taught. Nowhere in the whole Scripture do we find that God honored 
or blessed a wicked people. His blessings are promised to those only who 
do His will, who walk in His statutes and keep them. Thank God for the 
good old Gospel restored to earth with all its gifts and blessings. For 
him who was the means of bringing it forth again, by divine authority, 


big ie “We thank Thee, O God, for a Prophet 


To guide us in these latter days.” 

We thank Him for the life and example of this man. We admire his 
virtues, his firmness, his works. When we think of the love and affection 
he bore his brother who suffered death with him, we are glad that in 
death they were not divided, these two who had been lovely and pleasant 
in their lives and in death not separated. We would render to their 
memories 4 loving tribute, and place their names on history’s page among 
the good and the great. 

** Lives of great men all remind us, 
We should make our lives sublime, 
And departing leave behind us 


Footprints in the sands of time.” 
Halifax, June 27, 1900. L. A. W. 


| 
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FAREWELL LETTER. 


To the Latter-day Saints in the Manchester Conference, 

Deak BRETHREN AND SISTERS:— 

It is with feelings of pleasure and thankfulness to our heavenly 
Father that I have the privilege of addressing you. You are all aware 
that I have been released from my labors among you to return home to 
the land of Zion, and all being well, [ leave Liverpool on Thursday, July 
5th, but circumstances not allowing me to call at every house, I desire to 
say I have not forgotten you. I wish to thank my brethren and sisters 
among whom I have labored for the many acts of kindness and hos- 
pitality I have received from them for the last 26 months. Itis quitea 
trial both for young men and older ones to leave their all, father and 
mother, wife and children, and go out into a country unknown to them, 
among strangers, to promulgate an unpopular religion or doctrine, and 
many times they have gloomy moments and get down-hearted, but when 
they meet kind friends who administer to their wants, and give them a 
word of comfort, as the Saints in the Manchester Conference have done to 
me, it is like the “Balm of Gilead,” it cheers up the wanderer, and he feels 
that he is not neglected altogether. Therefore, my dear brethren and 
sisters, accept my thanks for your kindness. I pray that our Father in 
heaven will bless you and reward you for all your acts of kindness bestowed 
upon His servants, and [ would further say, if I have wronged or offended 
anyone in any way, I wish to ask their forgiveness. It is not my intention 
to injure anyone, but in the discharge of my duty I have endeavored to 
be just to all. Now I would exhort all to be faithful and keep the covenants 
they have made with God their heavenly Father, and He will bless them 
and give them His Spirit to guide and direct them. I will now say, good- 
bye, and may God bless you, and all that are working for the cause of 
truth and for the furtherance of His purposes on the earth, is the constant 
prayer of your humble servant and brother in the gospel, 

Manchester, June 29, 1900. JAMES BRIGGS. 

ARRIVAIS.— The following named Missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per Dominion Line s.s. Yew England, June 28, 1900: 

For the British Mission—Wm. A. Cornaby of Spanish Fork and H. 
Wallace Boden of Brigham City. 

For the German Mission—A. Ray Irvine of Logan and Geo. J. Vaughan 
of Lehi. 

Accompanying the Elders were Brother James Anderson of Salt Lake 
City for Denmark, Sister Alice Farnsworth of Beaver for England and 
Sister Josephine Droubay of Lake View for France, all to visit relatives 
and search for genealogy; also Dr. Fred. Stauffer of Eureka with his wife 
and two children. He is on his way to Vienna to extend his medical 
studies. 


Once loosen the latch strings of honour, the door to crime and folly 
swings easily. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 5, 1900. 


WHAT IS SALVATION? 


THE leading object of religion among all peoples is that the condition of 
the individual in the future life may be bettered, and all believe that the 
course of life in this world in some manner has a modifying effect on the 
future, either for good or evil, although there is a great divergence of 
opinion as to what it is necessary to do, and what may be expected in the 
future state as reward or punishment. This is not to be wondered at 
when we consider the various sources of religious thought, and the various 
conditions in different countries that have moulded the religious teachings 
for ages. Even religion emanating from the same source in different 
lands, under different envirohment, and among people of different stages 
of enlightenment and different traditions, will differ until it is hardly 
recognizable. 

Christianity in Asia bears little resemblance to Christianity in Europe, 
and that in Spanish America differs widely from either, while in the 
United States the spirit of Democracy is making itself felt in the Christian 
churches of that country. 

The scores of denominations in Great Britain with their various creeds 
and ceremonies, each differing from the other, testify of this divergence of 
opinion; and one is made to wonder where the end is, and what will be 
the final outcome. 

All these divergent roads are supposed to lead to the kingdom of heaven, 
or to a condition called salvation, but as to what it is to be saved, the 
difference in opinion is as great as are the methods of getting there. Some 
believe that in the future life there are two states only, the one eternal 
salvation and the other eternal damnation, and that all who fail to prepare 
for the former in this life will surely be partakers of the latter without 
hope of escape. If this were true, how would it be possible that God “will 
render to every man according to his deeds,” as promised in the New 
Testament? Others claim to be saved in this life beyond the possibility 
of falling away. To such might be recommended the admonition of Paul 
to the Corinthians, “Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take 
heed lest he fall.” We read also in II. Peter, 3: 17, as follows: “Ye there- 
fore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being 
led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own steadfastness.” 
Paul was not so sure of the salvation of his beloved Timothy as some 
moderns are of their own, or there would have been no need of this warn- 
ing in I. Timothy, 4: 16: “Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrines; 
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continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them 
that hear thee.” Even Paul himself, than whom none could be more de- 
voted to the cause of Christ, felt himself on slippery ground, when, in 
I. Corinthians, 9: 27, he says, “But I keep under my body, and bring it 
into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway.” “But,” says one, “we read in I. John, 
3: 9, ‘ Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remain- 
eth in him: and he cannot sin because he is born of ‘God. ’” This is true, 
but what is this being born of God! We will let Christ himself answer 
the question. He says, “Except a man be born of water and of the spirit he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Those who are born again become the 
sons of God—“heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ.” While a 
man is in possession of the Holy Spirit he cannot sin, but by his own 
negligence in not listening to its promptings, the Spirit may withdraw 
from him, when he is in a worse condition of darkness than before he 
received it. In Hebrews 6: 4, 5, 6, Paul vividly depicts the condition of 
such a one in the following language: “For it is impossible for those who 
were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God 
afresh, and put him to an open shame.” This should effectually silence 
those who presumptuously claim to be saved beyond the possibility of 
falling away into sin. In I. John we read, “If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is notin us.” Peter, also, recognized 
the liability of men’s falling back into the conditions of the world, as is 
evidenced by the following: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse 
with them than the beginning.” II. Peter, 2: 20. 

There is nothing in the teachings of the Savior to indicate that men 
may be saved immediately in this life by merely believing on His name, 
although that is the first essential ; but, on the contrary, His teachings are 
that it is those who endure to the end in faith and good works that will 
be saved. “And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he 
that endureth to the end shall be saved.” Matt. 10:22. “And because 
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. But he that shall 
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.“ Matt. 24: 12,13. “I am 
the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. Every branch in me 
that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and ever branch that beareth fruit 
he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. Now ye are clean 
through the word which I have spoken unto you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; 
no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches: 
He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide notin me, he is cast 
forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them and cast them 
into the fire, and they are barned.” St. John, 15: 1-6. 
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A man might be rescued from drowning and be placed on solid ground, 
but that does not make him immune from again falling into the water. 
So a man may overcome a besetting sin and have his feet planted in safety, 
and it might truthfully be said he is saved from that particular sin, but 
there are many evils that flesh is heir to which men must overcome before 
they are fit subjects for the kingdom of God. Christ said, To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also over- 
came, and am set down with my Father in his Throne.” 

To be saved from some few worldly sins and to be eternally saved in the 
Kingdom of God are two different things. Christ is the real type of a 
saved being, and He overcame Satan, sin and death, so man must be 
like Him before he can be said to be saved in the complete sense of the 
term. We are told in Hebrews, 5: 8, 9, “Though he were a Son, yet 
learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made 
perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey 
him.” The promise is to those who obey him, not to those who claim to 
be saved by mere belief alone. To obey Him it is necessary to follow the 
admonition, “Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.” This necessitates overcoming as He overcame, and it 
means a serious disappointment for self-righteous psople who claim that 
Jesus did it all, and they have nothing to do but to believe. “The devils 
also believe and tremble.” What a fearful awakening it will be to such, 
when they reach out “to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God,” to be informed that the fruit is reserved for him that 
overcometh.” 


We had a pleasant card from Elder J. J. McClellan, who has been 
pursuing his musical studies in Germany. He has about completed all 
his intentions as to that, and now, with his wife, intends visiting in 
Switzerland, Italy, France and Belgium, sailing from Antwerp for home 
on August 4th. 

We are proud to hear of the Professor's success both in Europe and at 
home. He has been indefatigable and true, and these qualities ought to 
win anywhere, and particularly at home. 


Eber Halldor Johnson who has been laboring in Iceland for two years 
landed in Liverpool on Wednesday, June 27, on his way home. Although 
he has been laboring alone, he has succeeded in bringing a few into the 
fold of Christ. He thinks, if more Elders were sent in, a good work could 
be done. 

The material prospects in that land are not favorable, and the consequence 
is that many are emigrating to Canada, and many more would do so if 
their finances would allow. 


RgveasEs.—Elders James Laird and Ernest Smith of the Leeds Con- 
ference have been honorably released to return home on July 12, per 8.8. 
Cambroman. 
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AprorntmENntTs.— Elder Wm. A. Cornaby has been ap to labor in 
the Leeds Conference, and Elder H. Wallace Boden in Manchester 
Coffference. 


Tuk Sheffield Conference addréss has been changed from Barnsley to 34, 
Kearsley Road, Sheffield. 


WELSH CONFERENCE. 


THE Semi-annual Conference of the Latter-day Saints in Wales was 
held in Cardiff, on Sunday, July 1, 1900. 

There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman and Henry W. Naisbitt 
of the European Mission; Elder Joseph W. Smith of the Liverpool office; 
President Wm. Horsley and Elders E. W. Doney, F. E. Seal and Irving C. 
Emmett of the Bristol Conference ; also the President and all the Traveling 
Elders of the Welsh Conference. 

The morning meeting was held at the Mission Rooms, 188, Cathays 
Terrace. After the usual opening exercises, a few remarks of welcome 
were made by President Wale, after which he presented the general 
authorities of the Church, the Presidency of the European Mission, Wm. 
J. Wale as President of the Welsh Conference, with J. W. Peters as Clerk, 
and the following Elders in their respective districts: David Edwards and 
David Johu, Jr., Cardiff; J. W. Peters and Benj. Williams, Rhondda; 
G. W Watkins and David Crackles, Abertillery; L. J. Haddock and E. G. 
Hughes, Aberdare; G. Q. Morris, W. Y. Stoddard, A. J. Bowman and W. 
H. Folland, Newport; R. E. Jones and John Davis, Risca; N. P. Aagard 
and J. T. Thain, Jr., Barry; R. E. Davis and Thos. C. Harding, Ferndale, 
and all the Local Priesthood of the Conference, all of whom were 
unanimously sustained. 

The following statistical report for the past six months was then read: 
No. of branches, 5. Missionaries from Zion—Seventies, 19. Local Priest- 
hood—Elders, 13 ; Priests, 6; Teachers, 16; Deacons, 11 ; members, 217; total 
officers and members, 263; children under eight years of age, 30; total 
number of souls, 293. Baptisms—new members, 4; children of members, 
3; confirmations, 7. Died—under eight years of age, 1. Received, 1. 
Children blessed—of members, 1. Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 
15,141; by invitation, 1,298 ; tracts distributed, 65,230. Books distributed, 
575. Gospel conversations, 3,268. Meetings beld—indoor, 358; outdoor, 
60. New Subscribers for Star, 2. 

Iv being the regular Fast Day, the esta) ee wae observed, and many 
of those present spoke, each bearing faithful testimonies to the truthful- 
ness of the Gospel. 

The afternoon and evening services were held in the Swiss Hall, Queen 
Street, at 2:30 and 6:30 respectively. 

President H. W. Naisbitt occupied the time in the afternoon services, 
outlining very clearly the principles and ordinances that are comprehended 
in the Gospel of Christ. 

President P. D. Lywan was the speaker in the evening meeting. He 
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discoursed upon the importance of having new revelation, and the neces- 
sity of the work of God being directed by His immediate supervision. 

The attendance at all three of the meetings was good. Many strangers 
and friends were present and seemed to be much impressed by the power- 
ful discourses that were delivered, and the feeling of sociability and union 
that was manifested by the Saints. 

At the Priesthood meeting held on Monday at 188, Cathays Terrace, a 
time of rejoicing was had. Favorable and encouraging reports were given 
by the Elders, and Presidents Lyman and Naisbitt gave some valuable 


instructions. 
J. W. Perers, Clerk of Conference. 


AMONG THE CONFERENCES. 


Ir has been said that when a quick eye fails to read the name of a 
station from a passing train, the latter is going at a pretty rapid rate; 
this was our experience as we shot from the suburbs of Liverpool towards 
Birmingham. Our first stop was at Crewe, the far-famed manufacturing 
center of the London and North Western Railway, now a gigantic aggregate 
of building operations, but in our experience of over fifty years ago it was 
then a very insignificant place indeed. 

The day prior to our passing through, a great holiday had been held to 
celebrate the completion of the 4000th engine since the works were estab- 
lished, this one being intended for the as yet incomplete Exposition in 
Paris. The population of Crewe has kept pace with the growth of the 
works. It is now 40,000, and the employees number 7,500 (exclusive of 
some 700 who are employed as engine drivers, firemen, &c.), while the 
works cover an area of 115 acres, 35 of which are roofed, to say nothing 
of repair shops at Manchester, Carlisle and Rugby. 

The above-named engine is a model, her length being 35 feet, or 51 feet 
7 inches with the tender. Such an one can be built usually in 25 days, 
though for experimental purposes they have been built in 254 working 
hours. The weight of this new one, with 7 feet driving wheels, is 54 tons 
without tender; with the latter and coal about 150 tons. Surely since 
Stephenson built “the Rocket,” in 1829, the building of locomotives has 
been on the upward move until the present time. Probably, like one of 
its predecessors from the same works, the La Belle France may live to run 
a total mileage of one million and a half, and yet be capable of good 
service. However, we had only a few moments in Crewe and on we 
dashed, stopping only at Stafford and Wolverhampton, en route to our 
destination. Between Crewe and Stafford there is a lovely country 
generally, the far distant hills looming into the blue, and near by, all in 
the glory of a leafy June, crop, meadow and pasture in succession, horned 
stock and sheep in abundance, but of horses only here and there was one 
or two; but the dog-roses are in bloom in hedgerows, while the wild 
hyacinth purples the hill sides, and the white, gold and green stretches 
away from plain to summit, as the summer clouds sailing overhead move 
the landscape into sun or shade. 
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Birmingham is reached, President Frisby; of business habit, is on hand. 
We have barely time to give a cheery word to Mr. and Mrs. White and 
family and we gain the Conference house, as noisy with Elders as a rook- 
ery with its tenants. Rest is our need for the Sabbath, and as soon as 
genial Mrs. Horton provides refreshment we are off to “the land o’ dreams.” 

President Frisby and his united associates have made “a new departure.” 
Hockley Chapel has seen fifty years of active service, and is now (since 
the neighborhood is very much changed) placed upon the superannuated 
list, and there is a fixed (or present) harmony between the Conference 
house, the Meeting house and the general conception of the Gospel as we 
have it. 

The Sabbath day was fine, congregations good and in summer attire, 
the teaching excellent, and the singing, thanks to Elder Daynes and his 
choir, an advance on even the reputation that the Birmingham Saints 
have had from time immemorial. The ladies, Sisters Alder and Ash, who 
both spoke, gave an added zest to the services of the day. The spiritual 
man was well fed, and the physical at the hospitable table of Brother and 
Sister Cook. 

The Priesthood meeting was, as usual, excellent, and it certainly is 
inspiring to hear the brethren relate their experience, and grand to hear 
their resolves as to the future. In the afternoon Elder M. J. Leaver and 
the scribe visited Birmingham Cemetery, Hockley, where we paid our 
shilling for searching the Register and got our printed receipt, when the 
young lady attendant blew a whistle, and in charge of a janitor we soon 
found the last resting place of the three Elders, the scribes shoulder being 
used by Brother Leaver as a desk to copy the following inscriptions: 

“To the memory of James H. Flanigan, an Elder of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, who departed this life on 29th of January, 


1851, aged 29 years, while on a mission to this country from America to 
preach the everlasting Gospel as restored in these last days. Rev. 14: 6. 


Also Caleb Parry, who departed this life on 19th of September, 1871, 
aged 47 years, 10 months, 7 days, while on a mission to this country from 
America. Deeply lamented as our beloved brother. 


Also Wm. Harvey Butler, who died while on a mission from Utah, U.S.A., 
February 24, 1882, aged 24 years.” 


This grave is number 152, Plot D., General Cemetery, Hockley, Birming- 
ham. ormation taken June 18, 1900. 

Elder Flanigan was one of the earliest Elders of our memory, his 
“Priestcraft in Danger” was deemed quite a tract in these early, half-for- 
gotten days. We wulled a piece of trailing ivy from the grave as a 
memento of the three brave souls, who died as ministers of the Gospel in 
the stormy battle-field of polemics and theological trutb. 

A brisk walk then took us twain to Mrs. Stephens, of our kindred by 
marriage. Conversation and refreshment went hand in hand, and Elder 
Leaver being localized had a warm invitation to call again, the lady having 
heard him just previously in the street of Edgbaston. Quick return for 
the concert was needed, and its program added to our enjoyment and 
made a fitting finale to a very successful Conference. The entertainment 
was unique in the fact that many who took part were not associated with 
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the Church. This, however, exhibited great interest, and demonstrated 
that they were liberal hearted and above prejudice, and the exercises 
they rendered were so soulful and warm that appreciation could distinguish 
between their love for what they did and that mechanical precision which 
professionalism often presents. We enjoyed and could not resist our 
thanks to all the contributors, both vocal and instrumental, and to the 
committee, Elders Daynes, Leaver and Lloyd. We had the program from 
the chairman, Brother Daynes, and should like to give it in extenso, but 
the Star is quite small, yet it is over sixty years of age. 

We arose bright and early for breakfast and adieus, and President 
Frisby, full of hope and expressions of good will saw us to New Street, 
and as the train was express we were soon at our destination, where we 
found that “the Queen Bee” (Sister Hutchinson) who had been on a flying 
visit to Norwich, had returned to the quiet life at “42,” and we for dinner. 


Time flies under any condition, and as the longest day went by we could 
but note that in this land of wonderful twilight you may read a news- 
paper in the open from 2:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m., and good eyes may read all 
the hours between. We are getting quite familiar with the crossing of the 
unstrained Mersey at Runcorn, with the highlands in the distance, but 
admiration at this season is ever active as we pass over and over again. 
There is always something new in the floral or vegetable kingdom, the 
cowslip and primrose, the violet and daffodil have gone, but in the hedge- 
rows the blackberry, wild rose and elder are in profuse bloom, and as 
grain is showing a head, beans, mangolds, potatoes and vetches are follow- 
ing up. Here and there the thick meadows have fallen before the scythe, 
but perfume is as yet undeveloped because of incessant rain. The air is 
fresh, but with little aroma until you spin past the well kept gardens 
where standard, climbing and other roses give a faint foretaste of what sun 
would do if only a little could be had. 

We passed through Birmingham, Cheltenham, Gloucester, Worcester 
and on to Stonehouse, where a spur conveyed us to long-looked-for Stroud. 
Elders Erdman and Emmett, en route from Bristol, joined us at this junction, 
and we were all met and welcomed at Stroud by President Horsley, who 
escorted us to the home of Brother and Sister James and family, where we 
had supper, finding lodgings elsewhere. The brethren had engaged a fine 
hall, and our hopes brightened, which the good singing, led by Brother 
Glover, enhanced. The sequel was not equal to the promises, for rain 
dampened all things, even our spirits partook of the gloom, though there 
was quite a few strangers later, and the Saints expressed great satis- 
faction with all the services. To them it was no doubt a treat. 

The Priesthood meeting was a time of free expression and general 
benefit. The progress of the Conference, which has been terribly impeded 
for over a year, or ever since the opposition, has partially rendered the 
brethren inactive, but it appeared as if the clouds were passing, and that 
renewed consecration and sacrifice would be the permanent condition of 
the near future. The meeting hall question was discussed, and it was felt 
that the darkest hour which is said to precede the dawn had already past. 
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There are some very fine Elders there, and the few inexperienced only 
seem to need a gentle rein until they become used to the harness, when 
Bristol Conference again will arise and shine. . 

Stroud is a cloth manufacturing town of about 10,000 inhabitants, and 
is nestled beautifully amid the Cotswold hills. The water there is un- 
exceptional for dyeing, which makes the little stream a valuable auxiliary 
to the clothing trade in general. President Lyman and the scribe en- 
joyed a walk along the highway to Cheltenham, the deep ravines and 
grassy slopes, the wooded hills, quaint old houses, were a dream of sylvan 
landscape beauty, residences were embowered in thickets of shade of at- 
tractive hue, but all this quietude would seem more permanent if it had a 
greater dash of sunsbine. : 

Tuesday 26th we had an early start for howe. President Horsley saw us 
to the station, and the brethren separated for their fields of labor with the 
blessing of President Lyman. The train was chilly and almost slow until 
we reached Birmingham. From thence our eyes were on the changing 
landscape, and universal promise of astounding crops, save in strawberries 
which so much rain has spoiled, but the earth and we are waiting for 
summer, not March, though the gardens are a gladsome sight, and all else 
a picture outside of the smoke and din of Liverpool as we approach it like 
a mighty, rushing wind, where for another brief space we hie to “42,” and 
receive the congratulations of Elder Wootton, who has returned from his 
enraptured tour, the family all round, and later Elder Decker, who is 
nearly ready for home, and Elder Champley, who, on a visit and unwell, is 
more than ready for the well-loved West. 1 
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REVISE THE CREED. 


THE somewhat numerous defections from the Presbyterian church lately 
have started an agitation for a revision of the creed of that denomination, 
and even prominent clergymen are joining the movement. A newer and 
shorter creed is wanted—one that fills the requirements of modern times 
and meets modern thought on a common ground. | 

The desire for a better creed is perfectly natural. It is difficult to 
understand how any intelligent being in our enlightened age can subscribe 
tothe Presbyterian faith without mental reservation. The wonder is that 
in this country the creed has not been modified long ago. ä 

Dr Hillis, in his recent arraignment of Calvinism, gave a vigorous sta 
ment of what “Christians” are still required to believe. He said in part: 

“Another partial and hideous view was taught and is by Jonathan 
Edwards and the Calvinistic theologians. They took the words of Solomon, 


where brain and nerve and stomach speak, saying to the glutton and the 
drunkard, ‘I will laugh at your calamity. 7 will mock when your fear 


cometh,’ and constructed a future form of punishment therefrom. Adam 
and Eve represented the race. For their sin all mankind were doomed to 
eternal punishment; Christ came in with a lifeboat to save a few of the 
lost wretches; as Edwards said, ‘The bigger part of men who have died 
heretofore have gone to bell; the whole heathen world is hopelessly | 


